(     Xll     )

union is attained, asked Shakstan, 'of what account then
will he Paiadise and the Houiis?'1 On the other hand,
those who lead evil lives would lose by degiees the portion of
real being within them, dioppmg to the level of animals,
or even plants, and finally relapsing into non-existence
This result is nowheie clearly stated, but seems implied in
the language used, which is, of course, very guarded 2

5 Muhammad had no taste for speculation He said
* Think on the ineieies of God, not on the essence of God'
And again * Sit not with those who discuss piedestination '
His language on piedestination is meiely populai In one
passage it is that of deteimim&m, in another that of freewill
In one place Allah constrains all, guiding some aught and
causing others to en 3 Blsewheie man acts freely without
constraint But the theologians fastened on these obscuie
problems, and did their best to shift the religious centre of
gravity from right conduct to right opinion on these problems
The kaditiomsts fathered on Muhammad various sayings to
piove that he legarded oithodoxy on these (afterthoughts
of theology' as all important foi salvation Thus the saying,
f My people shall be split into seventy three sects, all of
whom but one shall perish in hell fiie,' is one which betiays
theological authorship In Muhammad's lifetime the contest
was not with sects within Islam, but with those who denied
Islam altogether FOJ these he had no meicy, but he would
scarcely have been so hard on his own people for venial
errors of opinion Again, he could haidly have said,
'Qadarians are Magian (dualists)/ at a time when (as is
almost certain) no sect of that name had yet arisen*4 The
early Sufis did not concern themselves with the disputes of
the sects But the Sufi theologians could not altogethei
ignore them* They took sides against the sects which leaned
to anthiopomoiphism, and, on the othei hand, fully agieed
with the doctrine of the Compulsiomsts or extieme Pio-
destmaiians,5 That sect held that God, as the One real Agent,
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